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Summary of the Project
The project Native Beekeeping and Cultural Support for the Printi-Pàr
Indigenous Village was created for the purpose of establishing and managing the
practice of native (stingless) beekeeping in the village and to thereby offer a
productive and environmentally sustainable alternative for the local community,
which is faced with social, environmental and cultural challenges that are
aggravated by being located in the centre of the Arc of Deforestation. The
indigenous territory is directly affected by industrial expansion in the region, since
this area is traversed by the railway that links the Mining Province of Carajás to the
port of São Luís and by the Eletronorte electrical power transmission line, which
starts at the Tucuruí Hydroelectric Power Station.
The main objective of the project is to have a positive impact on (1) the local
biodiversity, (2) the resilience of the community, (3) education and protection of
cultural heritage, and (4) food sovereignty and economic security. Further aspects
of these impacts will be discussed during the description of activities.
The project was initiated when the village was called Printi-Pàr. However, its
name has been recently changed to Tokurykti Jõkrikatejê.
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Activities Undertaken
The following activities were envisaged in the first phase of this project: (1)
a Storytelling and Photography Workshop; (2) a Workshop on Native Beekeeping
and Establishment of Collective Native Beehives in the Village; and (3) an Initial
Supervision of Native Beekeeping Activities.
We view the Storytelling and Photography Workshop as an
opportunity for exchange with the community, for the purpose of becoming
better acquainted with the context, challenges and desires of the community.
This activity envisages the engagement of the members and strengthens the
resilience of the community (Impact 2) and the education and protection of the
cultural heritage (Impact 3).
Local Storytelling is an opportunity for hearing and appreciating the
stories of the community. The “stories” can be varied, such as the “story” about
how to construct an article belonging to the community or the “story” about
cooking a typical dish of the community, and this in particular was demonstrated
during the workshop.
We included the subject of Photography on realizing, during previous
conversations, that there was strong interest in this subject among the members
and leaders of the village.
The Workshop on Native Beekeeping and Establishment of Collective
Native Beehives in the Village is an activity that focuses on the development of
stingless beekeeping itself and on the methodical breeding of stingless bees,
with a view to having a positive impact on the local biodiversity (Impact 1) and on
food sovereignty and economic security (Impact 4).
The stingless bees are native to the area where the work is being carried
out, the indigenous territory of Mãe Maria, and for this reason local knowledge
about such species, as well as better means of interacting with them, is
fundamental. It is also important to emphasize that the bees provide vital
ecosystem-related services to the local environment. The development of native
beekeeping also strengthens the production of local foodstuffs, in addition to
enhancing the potential for productive activity within the community.
The development of both activities will be described in the next
subchapters.
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Storytelling and Photography Workshop – Logbook
Facilitators: Cynthia Rabelo and Núbia Suriane
Recordings: Rayda Lima and Núbia Suriane
Text: Cynthia Rabelo

Date: 08/11/2021
8:00 Printing and binding the workbooks that I will be using for the Storytelling
Workshop in the Village.
12:00 Mr. Emerson came to collect me. We called at the supermarket, where we
bought 2 kg of cajá plum pulp and mortadella sausage for the afternoon snack.
We had to make another stop to buy bread because the previous supermarket
didn’t have good bread. The menu was suggested by Mr. Emerson in accordance
with the tastes of the people from the Village.
13:15 We arrived at the Village and went to the house of Mr. Atomti Iapenpranre.
He told me that the location chosen for us to hold the workshop was in the
encampment, an open space in the forest belonging to the village itself. I was
very well received, and some of the children and young people remembered that
I had already been there.
14:30 I started the workshop by introducing myself with the Amazonian rhymes
that we used to have in my family, when I was little. I talked about myself, where
I came from, about my grandparents, my family, that I was born on the banks of
the River Solimões, in Amazonas. I then asked them to introduce themselves too.
I was pleasantly surprised to find out that the village teacher, called Ana, also
enjoyed the same kind of rhymes when she was a child living in the interior of
the State of Maranhão.
16:00 Break for afternoon snack
16:30 After they had introduced themselves, the children told me stories, while
others wanted to sing and even dance. However, since they were in mourning,
we decided to leave that for another opportunity.
17:30 We finished for today.
Today’s objective was to get to know each other (again) and this was
successfully achieved.
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Date: 09/11/2021
This morning I went to take a Covid-19 test, because yesterday these were
only scheduled for the afternoon. I didn’t have any symptoms and I had already
been vaccinated twice, but I still thought it best to take the test since I had come
by train. The test was negative.
12:00 Emerson came to collect me. We went to the market and bought fruit pulp
and cheese for afternoon snack, then called at the same bakery where we had
bought the bread yesterday. We went to pick up Rayda, since she would be
coming with us today.
13:30 We arrived at the village and I went to the house of the Chief, Tuxati. She
received me with a warm embrace and said that yesterday she had had to be
absent from the village. Today, the village schoolteachers would take part in the
workshop together with the community.
14:00 We commenced the activities with a minute’s silence on behalf of the
persons who had died and then we asked for permission to start our work in the
encampment. Teacher Atomti requested to speak and said that even while in
mourning we could sing and dance during the workshop because that would
make him happy. Even so, he would stay at a distance.
Our topic for today was “Oral communication as documentation”. I started
off by asking if they knew how they had got to where they were today, if they
could recall any foods, remedies or games that their parents and/or
grandparents had taught to the youngest persons. I was told about a “rite of
passage” in which the young boys stayed inside the forest with only a little food,
without being allowed to speak, always keeping their heads down and always
having to trust in the older men who were guiding them. The boy who withstood
the test would be on the way to becoming a man. The youngsters also talked
about log-racing. We spoke about the importance of keeping the language and
the customs alive, and that the teaching of these was valuable for
documentation.
The bilingual teacher, Rikpàrti, who is from the village, took the
opportunity to ask if the youngest people knew anything about the native bees, if
they knew the names of the bees in the language of the Gavião people.
Unfortunately, the youngest no longer knew what to reply. And it is here that we
emphasize the importance of oral communication. In order to prevent the death
of the language and the customs.
16:00 Break for afternoon snack
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16:30 We resumed the dialogues. The teachers also told their stories. And we
agreed that tomorrow they would bring along recipes and stories that they had
heard from the elders.
18:00 We concluded today’s meeting by telling a traditional oral story called: “The
Storyteller”.

Photos: Rayda Lima.

Date: 10/11/2021
12:30 We left for the village and went via the market, but today we only needed
fruit pulp.
13:30 We arrived at the village and went to the encampment to wait for the
people.
14:30 We started our activities, but then it started to rain and we had to run into
the big hut. The activity proposed for today was to put together a handcrafted
notebook, sewn. The intention was to get the people to realize the importance of
manual activities, such as handicrafts. Putting together the notebook made us
engage in dialogues of the type: Now you can record your recipes, stories and
games that you have been doing today or were doing in the past and that you
want to make sure they don’t become lost. Some of the people had a few
difficulties, while others found things quite easy. The work also showed us how
important it was to help each other; it was really cool!
16:30 Break for afternoon snack
17:00 We continued and, as I had asked people to bring along stories that they
had heard from their elders, teacher Rikpàrt Kôkaproti brought us an extract
from the story about the creation of the world. Teacher Riki, together with other
young people, sang and danced. And thus we finished our day.
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Photos: Rayda Lima.

Date: 11/11/2021
12:30 Today I would hitch a ride to the village with the teacher Patrícia Holanda
and the photographer Núbia Suriane.
13:30 We arrived at the village. Today, besides the storytelling workshop, we
would have a photography workshop.
14:30 We went to the encampment to wait for the people. I started the workshop
by talking about the types of storytellers and which story we should choose for
the storyteller to relate.
Several people noted that the stories are “good” because they make sense
to them. Some of the persons in the group also regarded the teacher Rikpàrti
Kôkaprôti as being a traditional storyteller.
Today, some of the youngsters brought me a recipe for “beraburu”, a
typical dish greatly appreciated in the village, written in the notebook that they
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had put together yesterday. I also received a bow, fashioned by a youngster as a
task to show how bows are produced in the community. Here, my part in the
workshop was concluded.
16:00 Break for afternoon snack.
16:30 Núbia “took over” with the Photography Workshop. She spoke about
making self-portraits, composition and the rules of photography.
18:00 We concluded by telling an oral tradition story: “The man who told stories”.

Fotos: Nubia Suriane.

Date: 12/11/2021
13:30 We arrived at the village and noticed that it was in an excited mood. We
continued to the encampment and waited awhile until the people arrived.
14:30 Today, Núbia talked about documentary photography and landscape
photography. The young people went to her to let her clarify their questions
about the photos they had taken under the guidance she had given them
yesterday. We noticed that they had questions about how to take photos for
posting on social networks.
16:30 Also, our afternoon snack break would be special today. We were coming
to the end of our workshops and we were being offered a “beraburu”. The Chief
herself, with the assistance of other women and men from the village, brought
Contact: hello@meli-bees.org
IBAN: DE44430609671108044800

Finanzamt Wangen:
Steuernummer 91065/20269
Amtsgericht Ulm: HRB 74108

9

Meli Bees Network gUG
Im Grund
88416 Germany

the “beraburu”. The speeches, the feast, all of this could not fail to demonstrate
that we were on the right path. We didn’t leave the village until 8 o’clock in the
evening.

Photos: Nubia Suriane.
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Photos: Nubia Suriane.

Photos: Naymara.
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Workshop on Native Beekeeping and Establishing of Collective
Native Beehives – Logbook
Facilitators: Dhionata Pereira Bernardes and Luciano Costa
Recordings: Rayda Lima
Text: Luciano Costa

Date: 26.11.2021
Arrival at Marabá around 15 h. Check-in at the Hotel del Principe and contacted
Rayda regarding the monitoring and photographic documentation of the
workshop.
Date: 27.11.2021
Dhionata left from Parauapebas at 5:13 h and arrived at Marabá at 8:00 h due to
the heavy rain that was falling that morning. At 8:00 h we left for the Indigenous
Village. When we arrived, the rain stopped and we met with Mr. Atomti and the
other people who were participating in the workshop. We had a conversation
about the installation of the native beehives and chose an area that everyone
would agree upon for carrying out the installation. While it was still morning, we
formed a work group to clear the vegetation from around the trees where the
beehives would be installed. We set up the trestles and installed them in the
selected area. After that, we placed the hive boxes on the trestles. We had a
break for lunch at the house of Mr. Atomti and afterwards met with Chief Tuxati
so as to talk with her about the installation of the native beehives, about matters
of interest regarding the breeding of bees and the activities to be carried out the
following day. Around 16:00 h we left the Village and returned to Marabá.

Photos: Rayda Lima.
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Photos: Rayda Lima.

Date: 28.11.2021
We arrived at the village around 8:30 h and waited until the workshop
participants had assembled on the verandah of Mr. Atomti’s house. With his
help, we made use of multimedia equipment to perform a theoretical
explanation of important aspects of the biology of native bees as applied to
breeding. The participatory lesson lasted until around 13:00 h, when we took a
break for lunch. Then we continued with activities at 14:00 h, implementing the
practical part, in which we demonstrated what we had discussed previously in
the bee colonies themselves and we talked about the practical aspects of
handling that are important for keeping the colonies healthy and strong, and
capable of producing during the coming dry season. We prepared the energy
food for the bees (a syrup of water and sugar) and performed the feeding of the
installed colonies. Around 17:00 h we left the Village and returned to Marabá.
Dhionata continued her return journey to Parauapebas.
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Photos: Rayda Lima.
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Photos: Rayda Lima.
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Date: 29.11.2021
Check-out at the Hotel del Principe, preparation of this report and return to
Belém.
My impressions of the workshop
•
The indigenous people were very nice and we were well received by them.
•
They showed a lot of interest in the project.
•
We received positive feedback from the Chief and from the other
participants.
•
The children showed great interest and they participated in all stages of
the workshop.
•
I noticed that the “universe” of bees was a novelty for them and that they
felt attracted and impressed by this.
•
There is potential for the further development of the activity of breeding
native bees.
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Final Reflections

The indigenous people showed great interest in all of the project activities
and clearly expressed their desire to maintain - and reinforce – our partnership,
also with a view to future activities.
The indigenous school has a central role in the community and we
therefore had strong participation on the part of the local students and teachers.
The teacher Patrícia Luz showed great interest in continuing the partnership
work and in developing further activities using our workbook for Storytelling and
Photography. The teacher Rikpàrti was also very much involved in our activities
and participated actively in the online group, emphasizing the importance of
preserving the local stories and even sharing his language with other members
of the online network.
The facilitators of the Native Beekeeping Workshop mentioned the
advantage of the community’s participation during the practical part carried out
at the beginning of the first day, when the native beehives were established. The
facilitators said that this initial contact was enhanced by the great interest shown
by the indigenous people, who had a lot of questions to ask during the
theoretical part of the workshop.
Tuxati, the Village Chief, expressed great happiness during the course of
both project workshops. She seemed to be quite thrilled by the project and she
wrote to us to describe her happiness at how it had been developing ever since
our first conversation at the beginning of 2020, before the world was hit by the
pandemic.
In an informal WhatsApp call on 1st December we talked about the next steps
and the desires and needs of the community. During the conversation, she
mentioned her interest in developing the following activities of particular
relevance to this project:
• Training in the production of hive boxes for stingless bees
• A workshop focusing on the capturing of local bees
• Training in the suitable production of honey
• A book with a compilation of stories from the community.

•
•
•

The following activities were also mentioned:
The rearing of local, free-range pigs and chickens
Harvesting of seeds of the Cumaru tree
Rammed earth construction techniques (possible partnership with the
university).
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